
 

 

Serving the communities of Carver, Duxbury, Halifax, Hanover, Hanson,                                                     
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Kingston, Marshfield, Pembroke, Plymouth, Plympton, Rockland 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE NOTES FOR MAY 7, 2020 
1:00 - 2:30 P.M. 

MEETING LOCATION 
Conducted via Zoom. 

MEETING ATTENDEES  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mike, SSCPP Chair called the meeting to order at 1:04 PM. 
 

PREVIOUS MONTH’S MINUTES: 
All in attendance voted unanimously to approve minutes for April.  Kim to post on SSCPP website.   
 

COVID-19 -SSCPP RESPONSE 

 Bethany has been sharing a weekly COVID-19 bulletin covering resources.  Kim has been 
sending out agency updates as they come in to the e-mail list. 

 PACTV has been sharing regular updates.  BID has been a frequent guest on the show.   

 Mike opened up for any thoughts on additional ways to respond.  We will likely get a lot of 
requests for grants in the aftermath.  Need to be prepared for this.  

 Kim to put up a Facebook post each week to direct folks to CDC and MA.gov for latest 
updates. 

 Tina shared Aunt Bertha is up to date and SSH can get folks added to the directory any time.  
Kim will also share this on our Facebook page. 
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 Discussed pre-screenings and doctor appointments during COVID-19.  Most have been 
done via telehealth and non-urgent appointments have been postponed.  Hospitals are 
looking at what was previously elective but now time has passed and may be less elective.  

 Should SSCP put out a general statement that folks should be regularly visiting their health 
system’s websites for notifications on preventive services?  
 

FINANCE REPORT  

 George not in attendance.  Mike sent report to all via e-mail during the call.   

 For April, our only expenses were mini grants at $3,500, Bethany’s time, and Google 
AdWords. 

 Current cash available: $234,408.95 

 All in attendance voted unanimously to approve finance report. 
  

TECHNOLOGY 

 Deb sent out Google AdWords report prior to meeting and asked folks to refer to e-mail.  It 
is working.  One of our spring grant submissions found us via a Google search! 

 Kim also sent out Google Analytics report for our website via e-mail.  Continue to see great 
traffic to site lately.  Over the last month, we saw 251 users total and 242 were new users.  
Now have 200 Facebook fans and reached nearly 800 people on FB last month.   

 Mike share the weekly bulletins Bethany has been sending out are getting pretty good 
reach.   
 

HEALTH LITERACY 

 HL subcommittee met prior to steering committee meeting. 

 Mike provided an update.  Tom and Bethany have been planning a cultural and food fair at 
the Plymouth Library working with the Brazilian community.  

 Bethany and Liz have been working with the Hedge School and their needs. 

 If folks have ideas for good videos for the COVID-19 bulletin, please share.  Will have NAMI 
send an update.  Also working to get a video from the Plymouth Recovery Center. 

 May is mental health awareness month. 

 One thing discussed at HL meeting was locating and sharing resources available in other 
languages.  This is a potential health literacy barrier.  Mass.gov website has a lot of 
resources in multiple languages. Thinking of including in bulletin some resources in other 
languages such as Portuguese and Spanish. 

 Translation services: Angela at BID might be able to help.  Health Imperatives may have 
folks that can help, too.  Bethany to connect with Nancy. 
 

 

GRANTS 

Mini grant: Independence Academy- $3,300.00 

 All reviewed.  Are looking to fund some food and toiletry purchases to put together kits for 
the Soupman who works to serve the homeless.   He is based in West Bridgewater and has 
been getting a lot of coverage lately.  

 The students will collaborating with the Soupman and will be involved with the giving back- 
they are struggling themselves. 

 Questions: How many kids will be taking part in the project?  This does not appear to be 
clear in the grant.  
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 The recipients of this grant are the students doing the project.   We cannot dictate where the 
lunches will go, but there are students from 5 towns in our area.  The secondary recipient is 
the community. 

 The students are seeing what the needs are and how important it is for them to tie back to 
the community; they see the problems in society and that everyone has a part to play. 

 All in attendance vote to approve grant at full request.  
 
Health Literacy Grants:  

Christina Nordstorm and Ted Mello (no agency): Music & Memory $7,800.00 

 A great program.  Deb shared that they also called BID looking for funding.  BID felt they 
wanted to be paid for a service they were previously doing at no cost.   

 The reality is, they probably will not be able to perform this summer and get into senior 
centers due to COVID-19. 

 Proposing to provide a service to senior citizens with dementia, etc.  Not a strong sense of 
how their musical presentations contribute to cognitive connections in grant.  This is a 
vulnerable population in line with SSCPP mission.   

 Questions- Can they perform this summer as planned?  And, are they going to charge 
facilities additionally? Facilities do budget for these types of performances.  Will put this grant 
on hold until the end of summer. 
 
Terra Cura - Summer Farmers Market $10,000.00 

 Started in 2018 for tomato sauce initiative.  This is the third year they have requested 
SSCPP funding. Each has been a bit different.  They want to replicate the program as it has 
been so successful.   

 All discussed.  BID has been an active partner as well.  Is there any chance they will be 
unable to do the program this summer?   Did not supply what the other funding source is.   
How much are partners supplying?  Will this program be able to run without SSCPP funding? 

 Have they thought about how to reconfigure with social distancing?  What is their plan if they 
cannot do the program as they envision?  Many federal funding grants have been put on 
hold.  Mike will ask what their contingency plans are if this cannot run as planned and what 
partners are contributing. 

 Note: Steering committee received follow-up response from grant writer after meeting to 
above questions and voted electronically to fund the program at full request.   

 

 Health Imperatives - WIC Program $10,000.00 

 Grant is for an outreach campaign to inform low-income families about Plymouth WIC. 

 Nearly half of the budget is for materials, ads, etc.   A big portion is buying online ads. 

 Initial questions- how long is this campaign scheduled to last?  How many folks have access 
to a computer on WIC?  Want to be sure they have language appropriate materials and they 
are reaching the target audience.  How will they document who and how they reach?  How is 
this different from their usual promotion?  If this a national campaign? 

 Nancy answered some questions.  Not sure how long the campaign is for.  There is a lot of 
outreach done with WIC but perhaps there is some stigma or some reason that folks have a 
barrier to sign up for WIC.  This needs to be taken under consideration. Hand holding for a 
short time is often the key.  Need to figure out what the barrier is.  All discussed.  

 How are they functioning currently with COVID?  Nancy shared they are doing remote phone 
visits for the time being and have a dedicated phone line to sign new people up.  Not sure if 
there has been an increase in call volume.   

 The grant lists specifically what they are going to do additionally. Will use plain language and 
will be translated into Portuguese, Spanish, and Arabic.  



 
 
 

 

Serving the communities of Carver, Duxbury, Halifax, Hanover, Hanson,                                                                               
Kingston, Marshfield, Pembroke, Plymouth, Plympton, Rockland                                                                                                                  
4    

 

 Cannot determine if costs look reasonable without knowing how long the campaign will run.  
They are targeting 380 people. 

 Mike to ask grant writer the following questions: How long will campaign run? How localized 
can they make materials (while federal guidelines)?  Who is the target audience? How are 
they operating during COVID-19? 

 Grant tabled pending response to follow-up questions. 
 
South Shore Community Action Council on behalf of the Greater Plymouth Area 
Social Responsibility Consortium- Transportation Pilot Program $10,000.00   

 Mike was a member of the consortium initially.  Deb shared Sarah Cloud (BID) is also on the 
committee.  BID participates and uses service for folks to get to doctor appointments. 

 The only way to sustain this program is through grants.  Tremendous asset to the 
community.  Every agency is supposed to chip in, but it is not enough. 

 Kathleen has worked with the TPP through NAMI and shared they found it hard to arrange 
rides.  NAMI ran through their money very quickly.  Question posed: Is this more of a mini 
grant than a health literacy grant? 

 Plymouth group wanted to provide some service to veterans, though this was not the initial 
target audience.   

 All wondered what the numbers are for March and April of this year?  Grant was submitted 
before COVID-19 was underway.  Deb has a spreadsheet with the number of rides TPP 
provides she can share if helpful. 

 SSCPP did initially supply $5,000 in unrestricted funding when the program began.  They 
have not presented to SSCPP their previous outcomes.  

 Mike will ask them for their latest numbers and how they have been affected by COVID 19. 
Will also ask how much of their budget they have currently spent.  Mike will send questions 
and we can revisit in September. 

 
Previously Funded Grants with Proposed Changes 

 Plymouth Schools and PYDC SSCPP Behavioral Health Grant.  Recently alerted us that 
Interface is increasing their yearly fee from $12,500 to $16,000 due to a higher rate of 
referrals.  

 They have not yet asked for the $3,500 difference, but will make a note that we may have a 
request to amend their current grant to make it $28,500/year moving forward.   

 Plymouth Center for Active Living Grant: SSCPP approved grant for outreach program at 
different locations.  Michelle Bratti and Mike are playing phone tag.  They want to spend 
grant money differently but have not caught up yet.  Mike to provide an update when he 
connects.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 

 Will host SSCPP steering committee and officers elections in June.  Will vote at our June 
general meeting.    

 If anyone is not interested in continuing, please let us know.  Otherwise, we will assume 
everyone plans to continue.  Have 4 open slots.  

 

InterCHNA 

 Tina had to leave meeting and so could not share an update at this time.  
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MA HEAL Grant Update 

 Are meeting regularly.  The coalition has a call the afternoon of the steering committee 
meeting; Deb and Mike will be jumping on after our SSCPP meeting.   Anyone who wants to 
join is welcome.  Will share an update at our general meeting. 
 

GENERAL MEETING PLANS 

 May- Bethany is going to talk about the work she is doing in her role at South Shore Health 
connecting patients with friends and family using technology. 

 In addition, we can focus on current community resources.  

 Mike to ask if Merielle, HEAL coordinator, could give a brief update and overview.  Will also 
reach out to John Rogers to see if he can share a Plymouth County Outreach (PCO) HUB 
update (how HUB is coping with COVID-19). Lastly, will reach out to Hanover Fire 
Department to see if they can share an update on their work and grant SSCPP recently 
funded for COVID-19 home testing. 

 Liz also suggested we ask folks to share what everyone is doing to keep our spirits up/ 
coping mechanisms.  Kim to add this to meeting notice so folks have a heads up.     

 June- Elections.  Idea for speaker: Rep. Kathy LaNatra could talk about her mental health 
forum and perhaps do a mini forum for us with our members.  Mike to reach out. 

 
Opened floor for announcements/new business. 
 
Adjourned at 2:45 PM. 

 


